
Unit Title: The Case of Romulus Teacher: Mr. Coll 

Subject: E.L.A. Narrative Writing Duration: 80 Minutes x 3 

Grade: Six  

Summary of Unit: Students will read about Romulus, a Freed Slave, from 

Greenfield, MA who moved to Shelburne, MA. Romulus was constantly engaged 

in a legal dispute between Shelburne and Greenfield over Shelburne’s not wanting 

to be responsible for Romulus and his family’s welfare should Romulus prove to 

be unable to care for his family. 

Stage 1 – Desired Results – Students will become aware that freedom didn’t 

necessarily mean complete liberty and a means to prosperity. Legal hurdles 

sometimes still stood in the way of the recently emancipated.  

Objectives/Standards: Massachusetts Frameworks for ELA, Grade Six 

W3A - Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a 

narrator and/or characters, organize an appropriate narrative sequence. 

W3B – Use narrative techniques, such as dialog, pacing and description, to develop 

experiences, events, and/or characters. 

W3C – Use a variety of transition words, phrases, clauses, to convey sequence and 

signal shifts from one timeframe to another. 

W3E – Provide a conclusion that follows the narrated experiences or events. 

Essential Questions – What did the term “Warning Out” mean in the mid to late 

18th Century in Western Massachusetts? 

Why were the Selectmen of Shelburne concerned about Romulus and his family’s 

place of domicile? 

Factual Knowledge - (“Students Will Know”) 

Students will learn that in the 1780’s, Western Massachusetts, as well as the rest of 

the state, began to see an increase in freed slaves and that town taxes led to many 

people migrating to new towns. The towns to which they went would often 



try to “Warn Out” these people so that the town would not have to care for them in 

terms of welfare or if the newly arrived fell on hard times. 

Procedural Knowledge - (“Students Will Be Able To”) 

Students will be able to follow the flow of records from the town of Shelburne’s 

Selectmen to the Selectmen of Greenfield and to read the records of the case as it 

transpired from 1790 – until the last records in 1795. 

Conceptual Knowledge - (“Students Will Understand’) 

Students will understand that the emancipation of slaves in Massachusetts in the 

late 18th Century did not necessarily mean that freedmen were “Free and Clear” to 

move about as they pleased and establishing a new life would not be that easy. 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks – Students will write a narrative based on their perceptions 

of Romulus’ reactions to the Shelburne Selectmen’s case against the Town of 

Greenfield regarding his family’s legal domicile. The narrative must be written 

with a consideration of the Massachusetts Writing Standards for Sixth Grade. 

Namely: W3A, W3B, W3C, and W3E. Length of assignment is no less than 400 

words, typed double-spaced, font size 12-14, Times New Roman or Calibri. 

Unit Pre-Assessment – N.A. 

Other Evidence/Assessments – Standard Ware Sixth Grade Writing expectations. 

(i.e. Capitalizing proper nouns, punctuation, etc.) 

Extensions – We can gather evidence from other cases in Western Mass. to 

illustrate the theme of this exercise. We can use primary documents gleaned from 

different sources. 

Differentiation – Identified students will work in a small group with the Special 

Education staff and the classroom teacher to produce a representative sample for 

this project. Identified ELL students will have the project modified. 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Learning Activities – Comparing the original primary source material with the 

modern text version. 



Guided examination of a map of Franklin County to fix the locations of Greenfield 

and Shelburne. 


















